JURY SERVICE BY AIR FORCE MEMBERS IN CIVILIAN COURTS

As Americans, our system of justice is unique in that our Constitution guarantees the right to jury trial.  The civic obligation to serve on a jury should be treated as a privilege, not a burden.  Nowhere else in the world do individual citizens have a greater say in directly deciding what the fair and just outcome should be in a given case under their justice system.  Air Force members frequently must avail themselves of the civilian courts to resolve personal disputes with others, which may ultimately be decided by a jury of local citizens.  
However, our military mission requirements sometimes make jury service difficult or impossible.  Consequently, under Title 10 of the United States Code, Section 982, Air Force members may be exempted from jury duty under certain circumstances.

You are exempt from jury service if:


1.  You are a general officer, commander, operating forces personnel in training, or stationed outside the U.S. or

2.  Your commander decides jury duty would:



a. Interfere unreasonably with the member's military duties; or

b. Adversely affect the readiness of the unit, command, or activity 

to which the member is assigned.

When an Air Force member on active duty receives a summons to appear for jury duty in a state or federal court, the member must immediately inform his or her Commander.  If the member is exempt under Criteria Number 1 (see above) the immediate Commander or designee notifies the official who issued the jury summons from the state or federal court.  If the member is not exempt under Criteria Number 1, the immediate Commander decides if Criteria Number 2 applies (see above).

If the immediate Commander decides to seek an exemption for the member under Criteria number 2, the immediate commander obtains a review by the base Staff Judge Advocate, which is then forwarded to the special courts-martial convening authority (SPCM), who will make the decision using the above cited criteria.  Note, the decision of the SPCM, acting as the designee of the Secretary of the Air Force, is final and conclusive.

If the SPCM decides that exemption is inappropriate, the member will be instructed to comply with the jury duty summons.  If the convening authority decides exemption is appropriate, a written notice of the exemption determination and the basis for it is sent to the official who issued the jury summons.
When an Air Force member is not exempt, jury duty is not charged against leave or deducted from pay or entitlements for the period of service.  All fees to members for jury service are payable to the U.S. Treasury and should be turned into the member's servicing Accounting and Finance Office.  However, Air Force members are permitted to receive reimbursement from the state or federal jury authority for out-of-pocket expenses incurred in the performance of jury duty, such as, transportation costs or parking fees.   A military member is not permitted to wear their military uniform for jury duty and may not refer to himself/herself by rank, although a member may refer to himself/herself as enlisted or an officer.
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